
Painting with Watercolour

Instructor: Allan Loder

Topic 4: Brush Control Techniques

Beginner and Intermediate



Brush Control Techniques

Building a Good Foundation

Pigment Load 

“Load” refers to how much pigment you have in your brush.

“Pigment” refers to the tiny particles in paint that provides 
the colour.



Brush Control Techniques

Building a Good Foundation

The “Wicking” Principle



Brush Angle . . .

Brush Control Techniques

. . . Controls Paint Flow Rate in the Brush



Pressure (i.e., “how hard you press”) on the Brush . . . 

. . . Controls the Thickness of a Line

Brush Control Techniques
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Angle of the Surface  . . . 

. . . Controls the Flow Rate of Paint on Paper

Brush Control Techniques

Easel



Tips on Creating a Gradient

Brush Control Techniques

Demo



Always wet your brush before picking up paint

Important Reminders:

Use a low quality or old brush to re-soften 
hard dried paint on your palette

(or use a spritzer bottle)

Put a drop or two of water on dried paint before 
picking it up from the palette



Exercise 1: Create a Colour Chart for Your Palette

Demo




